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Mycoplasma Bovis: Response Options

Portfolio Biosecurity

On 28 May 2018, following reference from the Cabinet Economic Development Committee, 
Cabinet:

Background

1 noted that a decision needs to be taken on the next steps for the response to the cattle 
disease Mycoplasma bovis;

2 noted that:

2.1 recent detections of infected properties, and tracing of animal movements, has 
doubled the scale of response efforts;

2.2 334 properties are now under regulatory control, including two additional infected 
properties in the North Island;

3 noted that the Minister for Biosecurity has asked the Ministry for Primary Industries to 
commence work on several priority areas to strengthen the resilience of the farming and 
biosecurity systems, including reviewing how biosecurity responses are funded;

Response options

4 noted that four options have been developed, spanning eradication through to winding down
the response, and that Biosecurity New Zealand officials and industry agree that the only 
two realistic options are:

4.1 phased eradication (Option 2 in the paper under CAB-18-SUB-0245);

4.2 transition to long-term management (Option 3 in the paper under 
CAB-18-SUB-0245);

5 noted that Dairy New Zealand and Beef+Lamb New Zealand support Option 2 (phased 
eradication);  

6 noted that Dairy New Zealand and Beef+Lamb New Zealand will contribute towards the 
costs of the response;

1 
I N  C O N F I D E N C E4e37l0up1h 2018-05-30 10:14:48








